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Critical perspectives on WISE as a strategy for poverty reduction
My contribution to the conference will critically look at some of the underlying assumptions
that sustain the construction of the Social Enterprises as both a vehicle and a strategy for
poverty reduction in the context of the European Union. From this perspective, I will analyze
the main discourses on the concept of Social Enterprise, and the consolidation of a dominant
narrative of the ‘harmonious social change’ in which the orthodoxy of entrepreneurship has
become a reference point that contributes to the de-politicization of the discourses on
poverty.
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